
           MARYLAND BOARD OF PHYSICIANS 

BOARD  

OPEN MEETING MINUTES   

4201 Patterson Avenue, Baltimore, MD  

Room 100 

December 20, 2023 
 

The Maryland Board of Physicians (the Board) met Wednesday, December 20, 2023 with the 

following members present:  
 

Panel B       Panel A 
Harbhajan Ajrawat, Board Chair   Mark D. Olszyk, M.D.  
Julie Caffrey, D.O.      Marie-Alberte Boursiquot, M.D. 
Ingrid Connerney, Consumer Member Jon S. Frank, Consumer Member 
Tyler Cymet, D.O.     Alvin L. Helfenbein, Jr., Consumer Member 
Vinu Ganti, M.D.     Ira Kornbluth, M.D. 
Natalie Orbach, PA-C      Chika Logie, M.D. 
Carol E. Ritter, M.D.     Judith Singletary, Consumer Member 
Martha Schaerr, Consumer Member    Ifeyinwa A. Stitt, M.D. 
Richard T. Scholz, M.D.      
Maxine E. Turnipseed, Consumer Member   
Scott J. Wiesenberger, M.D.       
 
ABSENT: Mark D. Baganz, M.D. 
     
OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL STAFF PRESENT: Stacey Darin, Assistant Attorney 
General; David Finkler, Assistant Attorney General; Noreen Rubin, Assistant Attorney General; 
David Wagner, Assistant Attorney General 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Christine Farrelly, Executive Director; Ellen Douglas Smith, Deputy 

Director; Doreen Noppinger, Compliance Manager; Madeline Delgreco, Health Policy Analyst; 

Matthew Dudzic, Policy Manager; Michael EID, Compliance Analyst Associate; Angela Gaither, 

Management Associate; Julie Gaskins, Health Policy Paralegal; Oriell Harris, Health Policy 

Analyst Associate; Margaret Ellis Jury, Allied Health, ND; Ally Jones, Compliance Analyst 

Associate; Maureen Sammons, Intake Manager; Elsie Sanchez, Compliance Analyst; Jalon Shell, 

Compliance Analyst Associate; Christa Sutton, AH Analyst-RCP/RAD Tech.; Marty Teramani, 

Supervisor; Michael Tran, Health Policy Analyst; Brittney White, AH AT/Perfusionist Polysom; 

Felicia Wright,  Allied Health Manager 
 

GUEST PRESENT: Steve Wise, Esq., Schwartz, Metz, Wise & Kauffman, P.A. Representing 
United Therapeutics/Lung Bioengineering; Brandi Zofkie, Senior Director, Lung 
Bioengineering/Ex Vivo Lung Specialist;  Dr. Bartley Griffith, The Thomas E. and Alice Marie 
Hales, Distinguished Professor in Transplantation, Professor of Surgery, Tenured; Mike Roberts, 
Sr., Director, Regulatory Affairs;  Jay Cormier, VP, Lung Strategy & Operations; Sam Popa, 
Director, Clinical Services; Kelly Turner, Sr., Director, Clinical Program Management; M. Natalie 
McSherry, Esq., Kramon and Graham Attorneys at Law 
 
GUEST PRESENT VIA CONFERENCE CALL: Kara Cossis, Chair, Physician Assistant 
Advisory Committee (PAAC)  
     

CALL TO ORDER  
 

Dr. Ajrawat, Board Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 

HOUSEKEEPING RULES - FYI for Board members  
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NEW BUSINESS 
     

Physician Assistants Delegation Agreement Addendum for Advanced Duties 
 

The Physician Assistant Advisory Committee (PAAC) determined that the physician assistants 

meet the criteria for advanced duties established in statute and regulations, and voted to 

recommend approval of the addendums to the Board. 
 

  On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Dr. Scholz, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE all addendum requests to perform the advanced duties in attachment 1. 
 

Athletic Trainers Evaluation and Treatment Protocols for Approval 
 

The Athletic Trainers Advisory Committee reviewed the Evaluation and Treatment Protocols, 

determined that the athletic trainers meet the criteria established in statute, and voted to 

recommend approval to the Board. 
 

      On a motion made by Dr. Scholz, and seconded by Dr. Ganti, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the Athletic Trainers Evaluation and Treatment Protocols in  

attachment 2. 
 

Radiologist Assistant – Advanced Procedures Requests for Approval 

 

Application 1 

 Danial Syed Bokhari, M.D., and Jason K. Lee, Radiologist Assistant 

 

Application 2 

 Melissa Riedy Spevak, M.D., and Jason K. Lee, Radiologist Assistant 

 

To perform the following advanced procedures: 

 

Advanced Procedures  

 Fistulogram 

 Swallowing Study  

 

Other Advanced Procedures  

 Intussusception Reduction 
 

On a motion made by Dr. Wiesenberger, and seconded by Dr. Scholz, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the Radiologist Assistants – Advanced Procedures Requests for 

Application 1 and Application 2.  

  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 October 25, 2023 

 November 16, 2023 
 

      On a motion made by Dr. Ganti, and seconded by Dr. Wiesenberger, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the full Board and Panel minutes. 
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POLICY/LEGISLATION  
 

Policy 

 Ex Vivo Lung Perfusion Presentation  
 

Representatives of Lung Bioengineering provided an oral presentation to the Board regarding the 

status of its ongoing multi-stage clinical study. Mr. Steve Wise informed the Board that the clinical 

study was expected to conclude in mid-2025. Lung Bioengineering has submitted data to the Food 

and Drug Administration. Dr. Bartley Griffith provided the Board with an overview of the practice 

of ex vivo lung perfusion, including the involvement and oversight of the transplanting physician 

during the process. 
 

Regulations 

      Proposed Regulations - Respiratory Care Practitioners – Public Comment Update   
 

After no public comment, Ms. Harris requested Board approval to submit proposed amendments to 

COMAR 10.32.11 to the Maryland Department of Health - Office of Regulation and Policy 

Coordination to continue in the next steps of the promulgation process. 
 

             On a motion made by Dr. Ganti, and seconded by Ms. Turnipseed, the Board voted to  

APPROVE the amendments and to continue with the promulgation process and Dr. Cymet 

abstained. 
 

      Proposed Regulations - Perfusionists - Public Comment Update 
 

After no public comment, Ms. Harris requested Board approval to submit proposed amendments to 

COMAR 10.32.20 to the Maryland Department of Health - Office of Regulation and Policy 

Coordination to continue in the next steps of the promulgation process. 
 

             On a motion made by Dr. Ganti, and seconded by Dr. Wiesenberger, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the amendments and to continue with the promulgation process. 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Mr. Dudzic provided the Board with an update regarding its preparations for the 2024 session of 

the Maryland General Assembly. Mr. Dudzic informed the Board of the status of its two legislative 

proposals regarding physician assistants and general provisions, as well as other potential 

legislation that may impact the Board. Mr. Dudzic further discussed the timeline for the legislative 

session and the process for providing input and testimony on bills during session. 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT & UPDATES 
 

  PA Reciprocity  

 

The Board approved the creation of an expedited pathway for physician assistant licensure through 

reciprocity agreements with the D.C. and Virginia in accordance with Attachment #3. 

 

    On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Ms. Orbach, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE licensure by reciprocity for physician assistants with D.C. and Virginia. 
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 PA Endorsement  
 

The Board approved the creation of an expedited pathway for physician assistant licensure by 

endorsement in accordance with Attachment #4. 

 

 On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Ms. Orbach, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE licensure by endorsement for physician assistants. 

 

Updates 

 

Ms. Farrelly, Ms. Douglas Smith, and Mr. Finkler attended the IMLCC’s Annual Meeting and 

presented several policy, rule, and bylaw changes related to increasing transparency and overreach 

by the Compact’s Executive Director and its Executive Committee. All of the Board’s 

recommendations have been referred to the Rules and Administrative Procedures Committee.  

 

Ms. Farrelly spoke with several other Board Executive Directors and the consensus was to not 

send a letter to Public Citizen, in response to its report. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS – FYI ONLY  

 Physician Assistant Advisory Committee Open Meeting Minutes – October 4, 2023 

 Athletic Trainer Advisory Committee Open Minutes – July 11, 2023 and Closed Minutes –   

      June 13, 2023 
 
 

                                                    VOTE TO CLOSE SESSION 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CLOSED SESSION: Pursuant to Maryland General Provisions Article §3-305(b)(8)(13), on a 
motion made by Dr. Wiesenberger, and seconded by Ms. Schaerr, Panel B unanimously voted to 
close its meeting on December 20, 2023 at 10:05 a.m., in room 100, to comply with the statutory 
requirement under Health Occ. §1-401 that prevents public disclosure of medical review 
committee proceedings. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUMMARY OF CLOSED SESSION: 
 
The Panel consulted with staff, consultants, or other individuals in its closed session pursuant to 
General Provisions §3-305(b)(8) about pending or potential litigation. 
 

The Panel consulted with counsel in its closed session pursuant to General Provisions  
§3-305(b)(13) to review confidential licensure and investigative application information. 
 
CONVENE TO CLOSE 
 

Submitted by, 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Harbhajan Ajrawat, M.D.          
Board Chair 
















