
 

 

           MARYLAND BOARD OF PHYSICIANS 

BOARD  

OPEN MEETING MINUTES   

4201 Patterson Avenue, Baltimore, MD  

Room 100 

September 27, 2023 
 

The Maryland Board of Physicians (the Board) met Wednesday, September 27, 2023 with the 

following members present:  
 

Panel B       Panel A 
Harbhajan Ajrawat, Board Chair   Mark D. Olszyk, M.D.  
Julie Caffrey, D.O.      Mark D. Baganz, M.D. 
Ingrid Connerney, Consumer Member  Jon S. Frank, Consumer Member 
Tyler Cymet, D.O.     Alvin L. Helfenbein, Jr., Consumer Member 
Vinu Ganti, M.D.     Ira Kornbluth, M.D. 
Carol E. Ritter, M.D.     Chika Logie, M.D. 
Richard T. Scholz, M.D.    Kevin Pereira, M.D.   
Maxine E. Turnipseed, Consumer Member  Judith Singletary, Consumer Member 
Scott J. Wiesenberger, M.D.     Ifeyinwa A. Stitt, M.D.  
 
ABSENT: Natalie Orbach, PA-C; Martha Schaerr, Consumer Member; Marie-Alberte Boursiquot, 
M.D. 
     
OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL STAFF PRESENT: Stacey Darin, Assistant Attorney 
General; Noreen Rubin, Assistant Attorney General; David Wagner, Assistant Attorney General 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Christine Farrelly, Executive Director; Doreen Noppinger, Compliance 
Manager; Zach Spivey, Probation Supervisor; Rhonda Deanes, Lead Allied Health Analyst, 
Madeline Delgreco, Health Policy Analyst; Diane Duckett, AH PAs; Matthew Dudzic, Policy 
Manager; Michael EID, Compliance Analyst Associate; Julie Gaskins, Health Policy Paralegal; 
Margaret Ellis Jury, Allied Health, ND; Ally Jones, Compliance Analyst Associate; Jalon Shell, 
Compliance Analyst Associate; Philip Thomas, Licensure Analyst; Michael Tran, Health Policy 
Analyst; Chris Triplett, IT Manager; Brittany White, AH AT/Perfusionist/Polysom; Felicia Wright,  
Allied Health Manager 
 

GUEST PRESENT VIA CONFERENCE CALL: Kara Cossis, Chair, Physician Assistant 
Advisory Committee (PAAC); Steve Wise, Health Lobbyist, Schwartz, Metz, Wise and Kauffman 
Law Firm 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 

Dr. Ajrawat, Board Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 

HOUSEKEEPING RULES - FYI for Board members  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
     

Physician Assistants Delegation Agreement Addendum for Advanced Duties 
 

The Physician Assistant Advisory Committee (PAAC) determined that the physician assistants 

meet the criteria for advanced duties established in statute and regulations, and voted to 

recommend approval of the addendum to the Board. 
 

  On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Dr. Scholz, the Board voted to 
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unanimously APPROVE all addendum requests to perform the advanced duties in attachment 1. 
 

 

Athletic Trainers Evaluation and Treatment Protocols for Approval 
 

The Athletic Trainers Advisory Committee reviewed the Evaluation and Treatment Protocols, 

determined that the athletic trainers meet the criteria established in statute, and voted to 

recommend approval to the Board. 
 

      On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Dr. Ganti, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the Athletic Trainers Evaluation and Treatment Protocols in  

attachment 2. 
 

Athletic Trainers Specialized Tasks for Evaluation and Treatment Protocols for Approval 
 

Board staff presented the request from Yvette Rooks, M.D., and Shawn Hendi, ATC, for Mr. Hendi 

to perform the Sound Assisted Soft Tissue Mobilization (SASTM) for specialized tasks in the 

Educational Institution (Montgomery County Public Schools) or Professional Sports Organization 

Practice Setting. The Board requested further information concerning this task to bring to its next 

meeting. 
 

     On a motion made by Ms. Turnipseed, and seconded by Dr. Wiesenberger, the Board 

voted 17 to 1 to APPROVE until the October 25, 2023 Board meeting regarding the Athletic 

Trainers Specialized Tasks for Evaluation and Treatment Protocols and Dr. Cymet abstaining. 
 

 Allied Health Committee Appointment for Approval 
 

Athletic Trainer Advisory Committee  

• Theresa A. Lewis 
 

                On a motion made by Dr. Ganti, and seconded by Ms. Turnipseed, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the appointment to the ATAC. 
 

Radiation Therapy, Radiography, Nuclear Medicine Technology, and Radiology Assistance 

Advisory Committee Appointment   

• Anna D. Jeffers 
 

                On a motion made by Dr. Ganti, and seconded by Dr. Cymet, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the appointment to the RAD Tech. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• August 23, 2023 
 

      On a motion made by Dr. Wiesenberger, and seconded by Dr. Cymet, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the full Board and Panel minutes. 
 

POLICY/LEGISLATION  
 

Regulations         

• Proposed Regulations - Continuing Medical Education  
 

Mr. Tran requested Board approval to post proposed amendments to the Board’s website for public 

comment. The Board approved the proposed amendments with the condition that a requested 

amendment be made. 
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                  On a motion made by Dr. Pereira, and seconded by Dr. Cymet, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE posting these proposed regulations to the Board’s website for public 

review and comments after the modifications have been made. 
 

•  Proposed Regulations - Genetic Counselors       
 

Mr. Dudzic informed the Board that the proposed regulations for the licensing of genetic 

counselors were posted to the website to solicit public comments for two weeks, and had not 

received any comments. Mr. Dudzic explained one nonsubstantive corrective change to the 

regulations that had been identified by Board staff and counsel, and outlined the next steps in the 

regulations promulgation process. 
 

             On a motion made by Dr. Cymet, and seconded by Dr. Ganti, the Board voted to 

unanimously APPROVE the amendments and to continue with the promulgation process.   
 

Policy 
 

• Ex Vivo Lung Perfusion Overview – FYI 
  

Mr. Dudzic provided the Board with a review of prior Board decisions regarding the practice of ex 

vivo lung perfusion and a study being performed by Lung Bioengineering. Mr. Dudzic explained 

that following a meeting in December 2021, the Board had requested that United Therapeutics and 

Lung Bioengineering provide the Board with periodic updates regarding the status of the ex vivo 

lung perfusion study. Pursuant to this, representatives of United Therapeutics would be appearing 

before the Board at their October Panel B meeting. 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Mr. Dudzic informed the Board of the recommendations on proposed Board legislation made by 

the Secretary, and outlined the next steps in the legislative approval process. 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

• Board Ranking – Public Citizen – FYI 
 

On August 16, 2023, Public Citizen issued a new report: Ranking of Rate of State Medical Boards’ 

Serious Disciplinary Actions: 2019-2021 (Report), which is based on information from the 

National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB). Maryland is ranked 25th, with a rate of 0.89 of serious 

actions per 1,000 physicians. 
 

Public Citizen concludes that “many, if not most, state medical boards are doing a dangerously lax 

job in enforcing their states’ medical practice acts.” 
 

• FYI and For Discussion – MedChi Letter 
 

MedChi sent a letter to the Board regarding Covid-19 and immunity from Board disciplinary 

actions. The Board discussed the letter and approved a response that it is aware of the entirety of 

the statute and the immunity afforded if a health care provider acts in good faith under a 

catastrophic health emergency. 
 

• FYI and For Consideration: Application Question 
 

There have been numerous studies and organizations, including the AMA, FSMB, and the Lorna 
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Breen Hero’s Foundation, that are recommending that state licensure boards revise application 

questions to focus on “current” health conditions to encourage healthcare practitioners to seek 

treatment. Recommendations for the language used in the application question were discussed.  

The Chair requested that a few Board Members work with staff and bring back a recommendation 

with specific language. Dr. Ritter, Dr. Cymet, and Dr. Scholz will participate along with Stacey 

Darin, board counsel. 
 

• Board Member Delegation to Staff 
 

At its September 27, 2023 meeting the Board delegated to staff the authority to close certain 

complaints without prior Board approval. See attachment 3. 
 

             On a motion made by Dr. Wiesenberger, and seconded by Ms. Connerney, the Board voted 

to unanimously APPROVE the Delegation to Staff to close certain complaints without prior Board 

approval.  
 

• Board Member Designee to PDMP Advisory Council 
 

PDMP Advisory Council is seeking a replacement for Dr. Olszyk, who served as the Board’s 

designee for six years, but resigned due to other commitments in March of 2023. They are seeking 

an individual with clinical expertise who can actively participate in the meeting discussion and 

communicate information. The Chair appointed Dr. Cymet to be the Board’s representative. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS – FYI ONLY  

• Physician Assistant Advisory Committee Open Meeting Minutes – August 2, 2023 

• Genetic Counseling Advisory Committee Open Meeting Minutes – August 15, 2023 
 

 
                                                    VOTE TO CLOSE SESSION 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CLOSED SESSION: Pursuant to Maryland General Provisions Article §3-305(b)(7)(13), on a 
motion made by Dr. Wiesenberger, and seconded by Dr. Scholz, Panel B unanimously voted to 
close its meeting on September 27, 2023 at 10:20 a.m., in room 100, to comply with the statutory 
requirement under Health Occ. §1-401 that prevents public disclosure of medical review 
committee proceedings. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUMMARY OF CLOSED SESSION: 
 
The Panel consulted with counsel in its closed session pursuant to General Provisions  
§3-305(b)(7) to obtain legal advice and §3-305(b)(13) to review confidential licensure  
and investigative application information. 
 
CONVENE TO CLOSE 
 

Submitted by, 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Harbhajan Ajrawat, M.D.          
Board Chair 


























	Final Open B  9-27-23   Min
	PA Del. Agree. Attach. (1) 9-27-23
	E & T Protocols 9-27-23 Att. 2
	Bd. Mem. Del. to Staff9-27-23 Attach. 3

