
MARYLAND BOARD OF PHYSICIANS 
ATHLETIC TRAINERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

OPEN MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2012, 10:00 a.m., Room 110 

 
PRESENT:  John Bielawski, ATC, Chair, Andrew Tucker Morris, M.D.,  
   John Mitchie, D.C., Rick Peret, Jr., PT, Valerie E. Cothran, M.D., 
   Karen James, OTR/CHT, Lori Bristow, M.Ed., Richard Hinton, M.D., 
   Karl Bailey, ATC 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Ellen Douglas Smith, Chief Allied Health Programs, Karen Wulff, Public 
   Policy Analyst, Robin Bailey, Public Policy Analyst, Maureen Sammons, 
   Compliance, Phyllis Washington, Administrative Specialist 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Bielawski called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On a motion made by Ms. James and seconded Mr. Bailey the Committee approved the January 
10, 2012 open meeting minutes. 
 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT  
 
Ms. Wulff stated that this is the middle of legislation session and SB 870 Athletic Trainers 
Sunset Bill, is included in the packet for discussion.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
At the meeting of January 10, 2012, the Committee had questions about the Compliance process.  
Ms. Smith suggested inviting a compliance analyst to explain the process.  Maureen Sammons, 
Supervisor of the Compliance Intake Unit, distributed a flow chart that described the 
intake/complaint process.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Julia Worcester, Lobbyist, Maryland Athletic Trainers Association 
SB 870 State Board of Physicians – Athletic Trainer Advisory Committee – Sunset 
Extension, Program Evaluation, and Revisions 
 
Ms. Worcester thanked Ms. Smith for all the communication with the Maryland Athletic 
Trainers Association (MATA) during the last couple of months.  She stated that they knew that 
there would have to be a clean-up bill.  Over the last six months the MATA has been working on 
language that was not included in the original statute.   Most of this language was included in the 
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proposed regulations, but it needed to be supported by statute.  The amended language included 
definitions for alternate supervising physicians, non-supervising physicians, outside referrals.  It 
expanded the section on evaluation and treatment protocols.  It also amended the waiver of 
education requirements to allow certain athletic trainers to meet the qualifications for licensure. 
The Board received amendments from other professions such as the Podiatry Board who wanted 
to ensure that the practice of athletic training did not include the practice of podiatry.    
 
Staff amendments to SB 870 
 
Ms. Smith stated that there were amendments that the Committee discussed and agreed upon that 
were noted in the draft Bill Ms. Worcester sent to the Board.  When Ms. Smith sent the 
amendments to Ms. Worcester, the original language was still in place. She referred to the 
definition of “Athletic Activity” on page three, lines one and two, the word [and] was removed.  
The Committee discussed this and agreed to put the word [and] back. 
 
Ms. Worcester stated that the word [or] was in the original draft pre-2009 and through bill 
drafting was changed to [and].  Ms. Wulff stated that the Board did not agree with this change. 
 
Ms. Smith referred to page three; number (2) “Is associated with A SETTING AS DEFINED 
UNDER THIS SECTION, an educational institution, or a professional, amateur, or recreational 
sports club or athletic organization and asked why this changed was needed. 
 
Ms. Worcester stated that under the definition of  “setting” those facilities were left out and 
rather than adding all the settings back in, they referred back to the other settings.  There is no 
change, just a reference to both. 
 
Ms. Smith referred to page seven, 14-5D-08.  The Committee voted to remove the new language 
and to change the deadline to September 30, 2012. 
 
The Committee thanked Ms. Worcester for attending the meeting. 
 
Evaluation and Treatment Protocol – Specialized Tasks 
 
On a motion made by Mr. Bailey and second by Ms. James, the Committee recommended 
approval of the following evaluation and treatment protocols with specialized tasks: 
 
Melissa Morris, ATC and Stephen Brown, MD 
 

 Brace fitting 
 Casting removal and application 
 Suture and Staple removal 

 
Kenneth Richey, ATC and Jason Scopp, MD 
 

 Brace fitting and fitting various medical equipment (crutches, walkers) 
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Discussion 
 
Dr. Hinton stated that there is a growing trend in this country.  A large percentage of athletic 
trainers will not be working in traditional athletic trainer’s situation, but will be physician 
extenders in hospitals and private practices.  Brace fitting, casting removal and application and 
suture and staple removing would be included in the scope of practice of an athletic trainer and 
will not be treated as something over and above their normal scope of practice.  He wanted to 
know if in the future, the Committee would move to add the scope of practice to the existing bill. 
 
Ms. Smith explained that as in any other health field, the athletic trainer profession will grow.  
She mentioned the growth of the physician assistant profession.   What were once advanced 
duties for physician assistants are no longer considered advanced duties. . However, because of 
the constant changes in the scope of practice, it would not be efficient to put specific procedures 
in regulations.    
 
Mr. Peret informed the Committee about Senate Bill 530 – The Maryland Kinesiotherapy Act 
which would require the Board to license kinesiotherapists  and create an advisory committee. 
They would need a kinesiology degree, but the definition of their scope of practice would fit the 
scope of practice of athletic trainers, physical and occupational therapists and chiropractors.  He 
said that there was  no  companion bill in the House and no hearings have been set up for the 
Senate.   
 
Ms. Smith stated that  kinesiotherapists are not licensed anywhere in the United States.  There 
are six accredited programs but none are in or near Maryland.  They have a national certifying 
body. 
 
Dr. Hinton stated that kinesiology degrees are being advertised to a lot of undergraduate students 
at very large educational programs across the country as the avenue to go into the Allied Heath 
profession, e.g., physical therapy at the doctorate level or athletic training at a master’s level.   
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:54 a.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 

 
____________________ 
Ellen Douglas Smith 
Chief, Allied Health 


